
2017 FALL DISTRICT MEETING REPORT – PRESIDENT GAIL HILL 

Good Morning! Thank you so much for your wonderful reception. It is always great 
to get out on the road to visit with members some of whom don’t get to the 
Annual and Fall Board Meetings. It gives us a chance to get close up and talk with 
you and see and hear what’s happening in your district. On the National level, our 
new President, Nancy Hargroves has asked all states to unify their efforts by using 
the same theme “PLANT AMERICA”. This theme is to be carried forward through 
the next two administrations, so we can look forward to it for at least six years. It 
is an awesome theme, as everyone needs food, nourishment and we all need to 
encourage planting America. I was so excited at our Fall Board Meeting in Cary to 
hear from the reporting clubs as to how they are using the PLANT AMERICA 
theme. 

GROWING FORWARD TOGETHER TO PLANT AMERICA – we’re working together to 
form a team to achieve more. A real team is made up of members who may 
individually be unequal in experience, but who are equal in their commitment to 
work together to achieve the goals and good of the organization, and its members. 
United team members create an environment where the individual limitations of 
one member are compensated by the strengths in others, generating performance 
far beyond what could be achieved by any one member alone. 

So how do we as National and GCNC club members work together as a team? We 
continue to provide educational programs and resources. We nurture and 
encourage a new generation of gardeners. We share our interest in gardening, 
civic beautification, floral design, conservation of natural resources and the 
environment. We work together to offer leadership workshops, continue working 
with our youth, seniors and conducting educational schools. 

The GCNC has 4 Flower Show Schools (one just completed, Course 1) planned over 
the next two years. We have a Flower Show Symposium planned for October in 
Manteo at the Elizabethan Gardens and we have two instructors who are 
interested in starting courses on Landscape Design and Garden Study. The schools 
are opening up for you to get these courses here in NC without the cost of 



traveling out of state, so please think about taking advantage of them. NGC came 
out with a new Handbook for Flower Show Schools this past year and has just this 
past week come out with a Digital Version of the Handbook for Flower Shows. 
Both can be purchased from their website, Member Services for $25 each. Outside 
of this NGC and the GCNC offer interesting articles and projects on their websites 
and National is on facebook with hands-on projects. Take advantage. Take 
advantage  to PLANT AMERICA, the main focus being on gardens and gardening, 
whether it be your own garden, a school or church garden, community garden or 
container gardening. A reminder to you: If your club is planning to apply for the 
Plant America Grant Program, those applications have to be in by November 1, 
2017 for the awards to be granted in 2018. 

Ames Tools is partnering with NGC for another year and will be giving $5,000 to 2 
clubs but applications have to be in by January 15th 2018. Check NGC website 
gardenclub.org; username: member, password: pumpkin 

National has a couple of other partnerships in the works that news can break on 
any minute, which I wish that I could tell you about now. Check their website and 
our GCNC website to hear of this exciting news. It should break before the end of 
the year and Nancy and the partnerships are hard at work on it. It will be great 
grant monies. 

Scholarships: National presented 41 last year of $4,000 each, one of which was 
from North Carolina. GCNC awarded $16,000 to 4 applicants of $4,000 each with 
the one going on the National and winning $4,000 more. We could have awarded 
more if we had had more applicants. 

Our Blue Star Memorial Markers will see a 2.57% increase in price in April, 2018. If 
you have plans for a marker, get help from VFW Chapters, Elks Clubs, etc. and get 
those markers ordered. 

National Garden Week Posters will be available on the website to be downloaded 
and printed to whatever size that you want. They will be for each year only instead 



of two years. They had to throw away so many that they had printed that they 
decided to go this route. 

So what do we get out of Garden Clubs? 

• Educational programs & schools – Flower Show Schools, Basic Horticulture, 
Design Study, Environmental Study, Landscape Design, Multiple Refreshers, 
Symposiums 

• Projects – Plant America, Gardening, Sponsorships, Partnerships, Grants 
• Awards 
• Scholarships 
• Youth Programs, Youth Gardening, Books (The Saved Seed, The Frightened 

Frog), Youth Contest 
• Million Pollinator Gardens – Please Join! 
• Bee a Wildlife Hero – Let’s Plant America for Wildlife 
• “The Beauty of Nature: Protect, Preserve, Enjoy” – we all need to do this 
• Interaction with friends/ making friends 

 

THESE ARE JUST A FEW THINGS THAT I WANTED TO SHARE WITH YOU TODAY I 
HOPE THAT YOU REALIZE WHY WE DO THE THINGS THAT WE DO AND WHY WE 
ARE NEEDED. 

*****I DO HAVE A LITTLE HOUSE CLEANING TO DO. WE HAVE SOME WAYS & 
MEANS ITEMS WITH US THAT HAVE BEEN PRICED DOWN SO IF YOU WOULD LIKE 
TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THOSE ITEMS FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS, ETC. THEY ARE 
AVAILABLE. THOSE WOULD BE OUR CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS WHICH THE BOARD 
DECIDED TO NOT CONTINUE TO HAVE MADE DUE TO THE COST OF PRODUCTION. 

******************************************************************* 

PHONES IN CHURCH 

A man in Topeka, Kansas decided to write a book about churches around 

the country. He started by flying to San Francisco and started working east from 
there. 



Going to a very large church, he began taking photographs and making notes. 

He spotted a golden telephone on the vestibule was and was intrigued with a sign, 

which read “Calls: $10,000 a minute… 

Seeking out the preacher he asked about the phone and the sign. The preacher 
answered that this golden phone is, in fact, a direct line to heaven and if he pays 
the price he can talk directly to GOD.     

The man thanked the preacher and continued on his way. As he continued to visit 
churches in Seattle, Dallas, St. Louis, Chicago, and Milwaukee and many cities and 
towns all around the United States, he found more phones with the same sign, and 
the same answer from each preacher. 

Finally, he arrived in North Carolina, upon entering a church in the beautiful 
mountainous region of North Carolina, behold – he saw the usual golden 
telephone. But this time, the sign read, “Call: 35 cents.” 

Fascinated, he asked the preacher, “Preacher, I have been in cities all across the 
country and in each church I have found this golden telephone and have been told 
it is a direct line to Heaven and that I could talk with GOD, but in the other 
churches the cost was $10,000 a minute. Your sign reads only 35 cents a call. Why? 

The preacher, smiling broadly, replied, “Son, you’re in North Carolina now… You’re 
in god’s Country. It’s a local Call.” 

American by birth – North Carolina by the Grace of God. And why do folks go 
barefoot in North Carolina? When you’re in North Carolina, you’re on Holy ground! 

Enjoy your day! 

 

October 9, 2017 

Gail Hill, President, GCNC 


