
 
 

 

 

GCNC President’s Newsletter – 
Snippets for “Growing Forward Together” 

Happy New Year to each and every one of you! I hope that each of you and your families had a wonderful 
holiday season and had the chance to get a little rest. For some of you I know that the season was not as good 
as you are still dealing with the aftermath of Hurricane Matthew. Please know that our prayers and thoughts 
are with you. I had hoped to get a Newsletter out before now but just haven’t gotten it done. Darene, Brenda 
and I had great meetings on our District Tours. We really appreciate the hospitality and graciousness shown to 
us. We enjoyed these meetings so much and getting to meet so many of the members, of whom some don’t 
get to come to our Annual and Fall Board Meetings. Beginning this year we will be doing 5 districts each year 
instead of 10. In 2017 we will be having District Meetings in Districts 1, 3, 8, 9 and 12. In 2018, we will be 
having District Meetings in Districts 2, 4, 5, 10 and 11. At our District Meetings this year, it was brought up to 
me that the Nominating Committees of the odd number districts, 1, 3, 5, 9 and 11 should appoint someone 
to serve on the Nominating Committee for 2017-2019. At this time, we do not have anyone to serve for 
Districts 1, 3, or 5. We do need those Nominating Committees to finish up those jobs as soon as possible. We 
also have no Director or Vice Director for District 3 and no Vice Director for District 5. Those positions also 
need to be filled. Please encourage your members to step up. I honestly believe that the ones, who do, enjoy 
it once they take the reins and become involved. I saw so many young ladies during the tours that I thought 
would be capable to serve if they would. 
 
We will be having a busy spring with this being installation year on State, SAR and NGC level. These meetings 
are early with the South Atlantic Region Meeting March 25-28 at Greenbrier Hotel, White Sulfur Springs, WVA. 
I am attaching the registration form and it is also on our GCNC website. Our GCNC Annual Meeting will be in 
Greensboro at the Embassy Suites on April 9-11. The Call Letter and registration should be coming out to you 
in February. Please be sure to get it back in as soon as possible. The Embassy Suites is offering a fully cooked 
breakfast with their rooms plus two drinks in the afternoon. National Garden Club Convention is May 16-21 in 
Richmond, VA. This is very exciting as Nancy Hargroves is being installed as the new President and she, as is 
Sandy Robinson is from our South Atlantic Region.  
 
Lynne Mabry is getting together another tour this year to the Philadelphia Flower Show which is March 12-14, 
2017. She needs a $200 deposit by January 10, 2017. Balance due by February 10, 2017. Call or email Lynne 
with questions. The cost of the trip will be around $7 50.00. It will depend on how many people go, the more 
who go on the trip, the less it will cost each person. This is because we split the cost of the coach rental 
between the travelers. Lynne led a great tour last year with rave reviews. Her contact information is 
mabrylynne@bellsouth.net or 910-276-5616. Also, if Lynne could get enough interest, she said that she might 
try to get a coach to the SAR Meeting in WVA and to the NGC Convention in Richmond, so let her know if you 
are interested. 
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I would like to make mention of one more thing before I leave and that is for each of us to look on our website 
and see exactly what our garden clubs stand for, what we do, what we pay dues for. If you will take the time 
to look at all the good that you can do by being a member of a garden club, it will make you appreciate all the 
good that comes from it.  Look at:  

The first scholarship awarded by The Garden Club of North Carolina was in 1950. We offer scholarships to 
outstanding North Carolina college students with a major in horticulture, landscape design, botany or other 
related field. Our Scholarship program gave $25,500 to 7 students last year. It is funded by sales of our 
Engagement Calendar and donations from members and friends. Green Leaf Grant Fund ($500 awarded); 
National Garden Clubs: 40 scholarships every year of $4000 ($164,000). SAR:Two ($2000 each) Scholarships to 
a rising Junior or Senior in College. 

NCDOT Wildflower Program: NCDOT holds a contest among the highway districts to determine which district 
has the best Roadside Development, and plaques sponsored by GCNC are awarded to the winners. Garden 
club members judge the highway district entries. 

NC Botanical Garden Wildflower of the Year Project: Chapel Hill, NC. Yearly selections are propagated and 
packaged and information, seeds, plantings free of charge for education to interested gardeners and 
members. 

Maintain 3 public gardens in the state: Daniel Boone Native Gardens, Boone, after a suggestion that a garden 
be built near a college with a botany department to study native plant material.; The Elizabethan Gardens, 
Manteo, the oldest garden is leased from the Roanoke Island Historical Association; and The Martha Franck 
Fragrance Garden at The School for the Blind in Raleigh. 

Website and Maintenance: Programs for pictures from each District, Club Events is as easy to submit as 1-2-3. 
Ads for organizations are also accepted. 

Publish the Reference Book, Engagement Calendar. All proceeds go to Youth and Scholarship Fund. 

   The Gardener: Publication for each club President (reference of all officers, District Directors, Awards, 
Presidents and Clubs of GCNC Clubs) 

Actively participate in the National Garden Club Blue Star Memorial Program. Across the state, garden clubs 
have erected Blue Star Memorial Markers and had highways designated as Blue Star Memorial Highways with 
the help of the NCDOT honoring our veterans. 

Educate Youth: Work with youth of all ages sponsored by individual garden clubs throughout the state. GCNC 
has one of the most active youth organizations nationally. 

A Book of Appreciation of our Members is kept for honorariums and memorials. To make an honorarium or 
memorial, Book of Appreciation/Honorarium Form. 

Award competitions are held annually statewide, regionally, and nationally. The winning clubs are announced 
at the spring annual convention. 



Educational Opportunities are offered to the state membership in coordination with the National Garden Club 
in Environmental Studies, Flower Shows, Garden Study, and Landscape Design. Students have the opportunity 
to become nationally certified in each of these areas. We have been a little slack on this but hope to get back 
on track in the very near future. 

Meetings are offered spring and fall in different areas of the state. Members are also invited to attend the 
South Atlantic Region and National Garden Club conventions. There are educational seminars at the meetings, 
sometimes workshops. There are always interesting and entertaining speakers! 

International travel opportunities are also offered by affiliation with the National Garden Club.  Also NGC has 
Facebook and Pinterest media sites that can be accessed through the NGC website via icons on the top right of 
the home page. The Pinterest Boards include Member Services items, many types of floral design pictures, 
American gardens to tour, horticulture, pollinator and amphibian information and other project areas. 

“Ask not what your garden club can do for you, but what you can do for your garden club” 

Think about what you’ve learned through gardening and passed on to others and in turn they have passed on 
to others. Think of the knowledge that has been streamed down through the years and you may see where 
you have gained more than you have given. Just a thought…. 

As my friend Brenda Moore says, “Like a plant you’re either dying or growing. Choose growth.” 

Blessings, 

Gail    

 

                                                                      There are women who make things 
better… simply by showing up.  * There are women who make things 
happen. * There are women who make their way. * There are women 
who make a difference. * And women who make us smile. * There 
are women of wit and wisdom who – through strength and courage 
– make it through. * There are women who change the world every 
day… women like you. *                            


